CHAPTER VII

ART AND THE ARTIST

THE   PLACE   OF   THE   ARTIST   IN   BALINESE   LIFE

Everybody in Bali seems to be an artist. Coolies and princes,
priests and peasants, men and women alike, can dance, play mu-
sical instruments, paint, or carve in wood and stone. It was often
surprising to discover that an otherwise poor and dilapitated vil-
lage harboured an elaborate temple, a great orchestra, or a group
of actors of repute.

One of the most famous orchestras in Bali is to be found in the
remote mountain village of Selat, and the finest dancers of legong
were in Saba, an unimportant little village hidden among the
ricefields. Villages such as Mas, Batuan, Gelgel, are made up of
families of painters, sculptors, and actors, and Sanur produces,
besides priests and witch-doctors, fine story-tellers and dancers.
In Sebatu, another isolated mountain village, even the children
can carve little statues from odd bits of wood, some to be used
as bottle-stoppers, perches for birds, handles, but most often
simply absurd little human figures in comic attitudes, strange
animals, birds of their own invention, frogs, snakes, larvae of
insects, figures without reason or purpose, simply as an outlet for
their creative urge. In contrast to the devil-may-care primitive
works of Sebatu are the super-refined, masterful carvings from
Badung, Ubud, Pliatan, and especially those by the family of